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Mary Takach is a policy specialist at the National Academy for State Health Policy (NASHP),
where she works on projects focused on primary care, medical homes, federally qualified health
centers (FQHCs), workforce, and quality issues. She is currently the lead staff on a National
Cooperative Agreement from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Service’s Health
Resources and Service Administration that is seeking to inform state policymakers about issues
affecting FQHCs. She is also the staff lead on a project that is helping states advance medical
homes in their Medicaid and Children’s Health Insurance Programs. Ms. Takach joined NASHP
in 2007, having earlier worked on Capitol Hill as a legislative assistant to two Congressmen and
in a wide variety of health care settings for nearly 15 years as a registered nurse. She holds a
master’s degree in public health from The Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
and a bachelor of science in nursing degree from Northeastern University.
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Executive Director
Department of Health Care Policy and Financing
State of Colorado
1575 Sherman Street
Denver, CO 80203-1714
E-mail: joan.henneberry@state.co.us

Joan Henneberry, executive director of the Department of Health Care Policy and Financing in
Colorado, leads the agency responsible for managing public health insurance programs including
Medicaid and CHIP. She is a senior health policy advisor to the governor, developing and
implementing health reform policies and initiatives. She came to this cabinet position from the
private sector, after having spent seven years at the National Governors Association providing
consultation to states on health care services and financing, cost containment, and emerging
policy issues. Ms. Henneberry earlier spent 13 years at the Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment. She chairs the board of the Colorado Regional Health Information
Organization and serves on the executive committee of the National Academy for State Health
Policy.
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Associate Dean, College of Public Health
University of lowa
University Hygienic Lab
102 Oakdale Campus, H101 OH
lowa City, IA 52242
Phone: 319/335-4259
E-mail: Chris-atchison@uiowa.edu

Christopher G. Atchison is associate dean for public health practice, director of the University of
lowa Hygienic Laboratory, and clinical professor in Health Management and Policy at the
University of lowa, College of Public Health. He is also the principal investigator of the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention—funded Upper Midwest Public Health Preparedness Center and
an investigator in the area of Community Engagement for the University of Iowa’s Clinical
Translation Science Award.

Prior to joining the University in 1999, Mr. Atchison served for eight years as director of the lowa
Department of Public Health. During his tenure, he was elected to be the inaugural chair of the
lowa Child Health Insurance Program (S-CHIP) Board. He also chaired the lowa Health Data
Commission and the Governor’s Task Force on Regulatory Reform. He was vice-chair of Healthy
lowans 2000 and 2010, the Long Term Care Coordinating Council, and was a member of the
Governor’s Health Care Reform Task Force and the lowa Empowerment Board.

At the national level, Mr. Atchison served as president of the Association of State and Territorial

Health Officials (ASTHO) during the years 1994 and 1995 and was chair of the Joint Council of
Official Health Agencies. In 1998 he received ASTHO's Arthur T. McCormack Award for his
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contributions to public health practice. He has been on the board of the Public Health Foundation
and was a member of the New York Academy of Medicine's Committee on Medicine and Public
Health. He currently serves as the co-chair of lowa’s Partnership for Better Health and is on the
Steering Committee for the National Academy of State Health Policy.
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Anthony Rodgers is director of the Arizona Medicaid and CHIP programs, known as the
Arizona Health Care Cost Containment System. Prior to being appointed to this position, he was
general manager of State-Sponsored Programs for Wellpoint Health Networks, responsible for
Medicaid and CHIP product lines and State-Sponsored Programs’ health plan operations. Earlier,
Mr. Rodgers served as chief executive officer of L.A. Care Health Plan. L.A. Care grew to over
600,000 members under his leadership, making it the largest public health plan in the United
States. Before that, Mr. Rodgers was director of the Maricopa Health System, a large integrated
health care delivery system serving a safety-net population.

Mr. Rodgers holds a master of science degree in public health and a BA degree in economics and
political science from the University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA). He completed a
fellowship with the National Association of Public Hospitals in information systems
management. Mr. Rodgers holds an appointment as visiting professor at the UCLA School of
Public Health.
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Medical Director
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Minnesota Department of Human Services
PO Box 64984

St. Paul, MN 55164

Phone: 615/431-3488
E-mail: jeff.schiff@state.mn.us

Jeffrey Schiff, MD, is medical director of Minnesota Health Care Programs and division
director at the Minnesota Department of Human Services. He was instrumental in developing the
blueprint for Minnesota’s health care reform legislation. Dr. Schiff continues his work as a
pediatric emergency physician at Children’s Hospitals and Clinics of Minnesota on a very part-
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time basis. He is immediate past president of the Minnesota Chapter of the American Academy
of Pediatrics. He has also served as a medical director of the Emergency Medical Services for
Children Resource Center of Minnesota. Dr. Schiff received his medical degree in 1980 at the
Medical College of Pennsylvania, and completed an MBA degree in medical group management
in 2005 at the University of St. Thomas.
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